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The Scottish Episcopal Church  
Diocese of Brechin 

 
Place and Setting 

The Diocese of Brechin in the Scottish Episcopal Church is part of the 
Anglican Communion.  The Diocese maintains its ancient medieval 
boundaries of hills, rivers and sea. It stretches from the north bank of 
the River Tay in the South up to the outskirts o f Aberdeen in the north.  
 

 
 

To the west run the Sidlaw Hills, the south east ranges that lead to the 
Grampian mountains and the Highlands.  To the east is the coastal strip 
of the North Sea. 
 
 
This is an area that is as rich in its history as it is striking in its beauty.  
In the late summer and autumn, the hills are decorated by splashes of 
purple heather, and in the autumn, the woods and forests have colours 
more lasting and vivid that many other parts of the United Kingdom.  
Itõs a wonderful place to live and bring up children and youngsters. 
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People and Places 
The main city in the Diocese is Dundee, once world famous for its 
whalers that worked on the edges of the Arctic. By the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries it became more famous for ôJam, Jute and 
Journalismõ.  Jam, because the rich harvest of berries in the North Mearns 

provided for a bottling and canning industry that supplied Britainõs tea-
tables. Jute, because flax weaving and whale oil had provided the 
technical know -how for a new weaving industry of imported Jute, 
which  made the UKõs sacking.  Journalism, because the world-famous 
DC Thompson and John Leng has given the United Kingdom its many 
comics including the Beano, Dandy, Judy, Bunty, Jackie and a range of 
other household magazines.  Dundee also had thriving shipbui lding 
yards, and a variety of other heavy and lighter manufacturing 
industries including Electrical Engineering, Timex and NCR.  

 
 
Part of the Stannergate oilðrelated rig yards on the river, east of the city centre, and on the site of 
former shipbuilding yards.  Dundee firm DC Thomsons, are the originators of the UKõs world famous 
comics, and numerous magazines 

 

Apart from Journalism, which continues to provide excellent training 
for budding journalists who then move all over the country, some of the 
other heavy industries have gone, though there are some North Sea 
related works as shown above.  In their place Dundee has become a 
major centre of scientific and medical study.  Dundee leads the world in 
some cardiovascular, cancer and other research, and is currently 
attracting funding for industry and projects from all over the world on a 
massive scale. 
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Academic Centres 
Dundee has a University with an overall student population in the 
region of 26,000 students, famous for its medical and dental schools. It 
also has a second University, Abertay, which specialises in other IT, 
Scientific and Management courses, a famous Art College, Duncan of 
Jordanstone, and a thriving Further Education College that provides for 
a wide range of technical and other skills. 

 
Dundee has good shopping centres in the heart of the city, and larger 
retail parks on the outskirts providing for the usual large retail stores 
selling computer equipment, household goods and furnishings.  There 
are theatres, arts centre, galleries and other facilities in the centre. 

 
The interior of one of Dundeeõs shopping centres looks out on to the Church of Scotlandõs 
ôCity Churchesõ 
 

 
Only 30 minutes away is the University of St Andrews with an 
internationally renowned department of theology, offering research 
opportunities in all theological discip lines, and welcoming new 
undergraduate and post -graduate students.   

You can find 

more 

information 

on the 

Universityôs 

website 
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The University of Aberdeen also has a department of theology and is 
only a short journey from the north of the Diocese.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Top, Dundee is 

approached from the 
south along the famous 
Victorian railway 
bridge ï nearly two 
miles long.  
 
 Left, Captain Scottôs 
Discovery ï built and 

now docked in Dundee. 
 
Right, Brought Ferry 

Castle. 


